CHAPTER  II

FROM JIDDAH  TO  MECCA

THE time at my disposal being limited, I went at
once in search of a guide, who should accompany me
to Mecca and thence to Arafat, and put me in the
way of performing the rites and mysteries of the
Hdjj. The men who officiate in that capacity are
called moghavems. The pick of them had fallen to the lot
of the early-comers who had flocked to Jiddah in great
numbers ; but with my customary luck, I chanced upon a
Persian moghavem^ whose knowledge of the ceremonies
and the holy places of the Pilgrimage was seasoned with
the waggish conceits of a singularly original mind. His
sceptical witticisms were the more piquant in that he gloried
in the name of Seyyid 'AH. For the rest, he had travelled
far and wide, had sat down and laughed beside the waters
of Babylon, had wandered on foot as far to the East as
Benares, and had undertaken the Pilgrimage of Mecca
half a dozen times. I congratulated him on his globe-
trotting habit, whereupon he showed a gleam of white
teeth, raising himself on the tips of his toes, and stroked
his unkempt beard complacently. Then he aired his
knowledge of geography. " Yd-Moulai," he said . with
unexpected gravity, " Allah has had me in His keeping,
may He be praised! He has revealed to me the inner-
most secrets of the world, and shown to me the whole
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